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EDUCATION  
 PhD, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, 2009  

 MA, Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois, 2004 

BA, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, Tennessee, 2001 

  Summa Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa 

 

EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 

 Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, The University of Tennessee 

2009-present 

 Faculty, Graduate School of Banking at LSU 

  2011 

 Associate Consultant, Bain & Company, Boston, Massachusetts 

2001-2003 

 

RESEARCH FIELDS 
 Primary:  Labor Economics, Economic History 

 Secondary: Economic Demography 

 

COURSES TAUGHT 

Labor Economics, Corporate Strategy, Introduction to Economics, Economic History, Capitalism 

and Ethics, Managerial Economics for Bankers 

 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

 American Social Science Association (2007) - Discussant 

 Illinois Economic Association (2008) 

 Economic History Association (2009) - Discussant 

 American Social Science Association (2010) – Discussant 

Population Association of America Annual Meeting (2010) - Discussant 

The Cliometrics Society (2010) 

National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) Summer Institute -  

 Development of the American Economy (2010) 

Economic History Association (2010) – Finalist for the Nevins Prize 

Economic History Association (2011) 

 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS 

Washington, D.C. Area Economic History Seminar (2011) 

Northwestern University Economic History Seminar (2011) 

Vanderbilt University Economic History Seminar (2011)  

The University of Chicago Center for Population Economics – Workshop on Economics and 

 Biodemography of Aging and Health Care (2008, 2011) 

Yale University Economic History Seminar (2010) 
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PROFESSIONAL AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

Referee: Journal of Economic History, Explorations in Economic History, Southern Journal of 

 Economics, Journal of Labor Economics, Economic History Review, Quarterly Journal 

 of Economics, Historical Methods 

 Cliometrics Society Selection Committee for ASSA Program, 2011 

 Economic History Association, Committee on Research Archives and Databases 

University of Tennessee Faculty Search Committee, 2011 

 Northwestern University Presidential Search Committee, 2008 

  

 

PUBLISHED PAPERS 

“Industrialization and the American Fertility Decline: Evidence from South Carolina”   

(Forthcoming in The Journal of Economic History) 

 

WORKING PAPERS 
“Closing the Gap? The Effect of Private Philanthropy on the Provision of African-American 

Schooling in the U.S. South” 

 (with Celeste Carruthers, December 2011) 

 

 “The United States Fertility Decline: Lessons from Slavery and Slave Emancipation”   

 (under review at The Journal of Political Economy) 

 

“Selection and Economic Gains in the Great Migration of African Americans:  

New Evidence from Linked Census Data” 

  (with William Collins, February 2012) 

 

WORKS IN PROGRESS 

“The Great Migration of African Americans: Selection and Economic Mobility in the Shadow of 

Jim Crow” 

  (with William Collins) 

 

“A History of Migration in the South” 

  (with William Collins) 

 

“Migration, Fertility, and the Impact of Family Proximity: Evidence from South Carolina” 

 

“Calls for Energy Conservation and Consumer Reactions” 

 (with J. Scott Holladay and Michael K. Price) 

 

GRANTS 

 The Spencer Foundation (2011) - $40,000 

 University of Kentucky, Center for Poverty Research (2010) - $7,500 

  

PUBLISHED REVIEWS 
 Dora Costa and Matthew Kahn, Heroes and Cowards: The Social Face of War.  Book Reviews in 

 Economic and Business History, 2009. 

 

 

 



 

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 
UT College of Business Administration Allen H. Keally Outstanding Teacher Award, 2011 

The University of Tennessee Outstanding MBA First Year Faculty Award, 2010 

Finalist for the Nevins Prize, Economic History Association Meetings, 2010 

 Northwestern University Presidential Fellowship, 2007-2009 

 Northwestern University Graduate Research Fellowship, 2006-2007 

 Northwestern University Graduate Research Grant, 2006 

 Economic History Association Exploratory Travel Grant, 2006 
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